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INCIDENT MAP 

Incident Name: 
Isomerization Explosion 

Date Prepared: 
 

3/25/2005 

Incident Location: 
ISOMERIZATION UNIT  

Time Prepared: 1600 

REQUIRED FORMS ATTACHED: 
 Incident Map (ICS 201-1)  Resources Summary (ICS 201-4) 
 Summary of Incident and Current Actions (ICS 201-2)  Site Safety and Control (ICS 201-5) 
 TRT Organization (ICS 201-3) 

INCIDENT MAP:  (Insert graphic or type text.) 
Incident is in the Isomerization  Unit  area of the Texas City Refinery.  Explosion occurred at ISOMERIZATION UNIT 
unit.  See attached for staging map 

  

WEATHER: Sunny, dry and warm LEGEND:  Incident Command Post 

  Heliport G
 Groups 

       Incident Area  Water (lakes, oceans) 

Temperature: 61 degees Wind Chill:       
SA Staging Area - - - - - - - - - - - - Rivers 

Wind Speed: 10 mph Wind Direction: S 
CS Containment Sites                      Roads 

Precipitation (rain, snow, etc.): Partly Cloudy 
ST Strike Teams _____________ Above-ground Pipeline 

      
TF Task Forces . . . . . . . . . Below-ground Pipeline 

Sunrise: 6:18 AM Sunset: 6:33 PM 
D Divisions ······· Control Zones 

High Tide: NA Low Tide: NA 
DC Decontamination B  Boom 

  

Prepared By: John Isgren ICS Position: Planning Phone: 409/771-3122 

Send a Copy To:     
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SUMMARY OF INCIDENT AND CURRENT ACTIONS 

Incident Name: Isomerization Explosion  Date Prepared: 3/25/2005 
Incident Location: ISOMERIZATION UNIT  Time Prepared: 1600 

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT:  C3 FIRE FROM T-401 (DB 102B DNG) 
   Cause If Known: Explosion F20 Blowdown Stack 
 

   What Happened:  Fire  Gas Leak  Explosion  Spill  Medical  HAZMAT  Other 
   Extent of Involvement: Isomerization  

   Source: F20 Blowdown Drum Name/Type: F20 
 

DESCRIPTION OF SPILLED/ EMITTED MATERIAL: 
Type: Explosion – butane/propane Quantity: Unknown 
 
 

INCIDENT POTENTIAL:  Incident Under Control.   
  Incident currently not under control, but can be handled with available resources.   
  Incident will require additional resources (e.g., contractors, mutual aid).   

  Incident will likely generate significant public affairs/community relations issues.   
 

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS: 
   Injuries: 83 Fatalities: 15 known Unaccounted: unknown 

   Chemical Hazards: Possible fire re-ignition and debris asbestos 

   Physical Hazards: Fire and debris 

   Level of PPE: Fire gear  class C/D 
 

RESPONSE:  GENERAL  

PROBLEMS SOLUTIONS 

  

CHEMICAL HAZARDS Use proper PPE 

  

INJURIES (FATALITIES) EMT, ambulances, life flight, hospitals 

COMMUNITY IMPACT/INVOLVEMENT LEPC, local police department involved 

SITE REOPTIMIZATION 3 PM 3/23 telecon with IST - ongoing 

ENVIRONMENTAL Control situation, monitor 

USGC / WORLD MARKET IMPACT Unknown, re-optimize and get units up 
 

IMPACTS:  Land  People  Property  Environment  Operations  Community 
 

  Water Sensitive Areas Impacted or Threatened:  Yes  No 
 Location of Areas:  
 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED: 
Pasadena Search and Rescue   
(CIMA)  Channel Industrial Mutual Aid   
    
    

Prepared By: John Isgren ICS Position: Planning Phone: 409/771-3122 
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Tactical Response Team Organization Day Shift 

Incident Name: Isomerization Explosion Date Prepared: 3/25/2005 
Incident 
Location: 

ISOMERIZATION UNIT  Time Prepared: 1600 

 
LOCATED AT THE TACTICAL COMMAND POST (TCP 

 
 On-scene  
 Commander  
   
 Mike Straight  

  
  

 Site Safety     
 Officer   Aide(s)  
      
 James Ferguson          

  
 Staging Area   Air Operations  
 Manager(s)   Manager  
           
           

  
 Operation On Scene     
         Liason to control van  
 James Hudson     
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RESOURCES SUMMARY 

Incident Name: Isomerization Explosion Date Prepared: 3/25/2005 
Incident Location: ISOMERIZATION UNIT  Time Prepared: 1600 

 HAVE   
RESOURCES En Route 

(ETA) 
Staged/ 

Available 
Assigned 

 
NEED 

Destination/Location/ 
Assignment 

(Branch, Division, Task Force, Staging Area, etc.) 

Pasadena Search and Rescue  X X        

Garner Environmental  X X       Perimeter Monitoring 

Channel Industrial Mutual Aid  X X       Search and Rescue 

START       X        Perimeter Monitoring for the 
EPA 

Garner       X        Remediation 

Dow Command Van   X X        

ATF Search Dogs X                    

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

Prepared By: John Isgren ICS Position: Planning Phone: 409/771-3122 



  
 

INITIAL INCIDENT BRIEFING - ICS 201-5 (page 5 of 5) 
SITE SAFETY AND CONTROLS 

Incident Name: Isomerization  Explosion Date Prepared: 3/25/2005 
Incident 
Location: 

ISOMERIZATION UNIT  Time Prepared: 1600 

Site Control   
Has an on-scene Safety Officer been designated?  Yes  No 
Has an Incident Command Post been established?  Yes  No 
Have all personnel been accounted for?  Injuries: 83  Fatalities: 15  Unaccounted: 1  Yes  No 
Are people injured or trapped?  (Attach Company Injury/Incident Report, as appropriate)  Yes  No 
Are untrained/unorganized people on-scene or involved in rescue operations?  Yes  No 
Has an Isolation Perimeter been established?  Yes  No 
Has a Staging Area been established?  Yes  No 
Has Site Access Control been established?  Yes  No 

Hazards   
Have you determined the need for:  proactively monitoring   

Air monitoring      Community around plant  Yes  No 
Onsite characterization   need more info (VOC, BZ, H2S, SO2)  Yes  No 
Offsite characterization    not seeing anything  Yes  No 

Are there immediate signs of potential hazards:   
Markings, colors, placards, or labels indicating hazards?  Yes  No 
Unidentified liquid or solid products visible?  Yes  No 
Vapors visible?  Color:         Yes  No 
Odors or smells?  Yes  No 
Spill area conditions:   unknown  Dry  Wet  Icy 
Electrical lines down?  Yes  No 
Ignition sources nearby (sparks, flames, vehicles)?     assumed  Yes  No 
Physical hazards (holes, caverns, deep ditches, fast-moving water) nearby?debris/damage  Yes  No 
Is local traffic a potential problem?  Yes  No 
As you approach the scene from the upwind side, are there changes in status of any of the above?  Yes  No 

Hazards Mitigation   
Are TRT units safely positioned?  Emergency escape route provided (see below)?  Yes  No 
Have you established and communicated the location of Hazard Control Zones?  Yes  No 
Have you identified PPE requirements and levels?  A:         B:    C:         D: X   Yes  No 
Have you identified other safety equipment and procedures (see below)?  Yes  No 
Are all entry operations following the “Two in / Two Out” guidelines?  Yes  No 
Have you established EMS / Medical Stations?  Yes  No 
Have you defined decontamination requirements (see below)?  Yes  No 
Have you established decontamination facilities?  Yes  No 

Remarks (list Emergency Escape Routes, Decon Requirements, Equipment, etc., as appropriate):        
Decon trailer established at South of Warehouse 
First aid established at Gates 42 (Contractor) 
Benzene monitoring for affected employees and responders 
All responders are wearing badge monitors 
 
 

Prepared By: 
Eddison Arnold/Mary Kay Alberts 

 
03/25/05 

 
/

 
1600 

Approved By: 
Rich Peltier 

Site Safety Officer Date  Time On-scene Commander 
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